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Harvey McQueen is a man 
who notices things. From the 
behaviour of the stick insects 
in his garden to body lan-
guage between secret lovers. 
This is evident in his contribu-
tions to literature where he 
has documented life through 
writing and poetry.

His memoirs This piece of 
earth – a life in my New 
Zealand garden was written 
in 2004 and centres around 
his Northland garden. Harvey 
writes about his life as a 
child, as a teacher, and how it 
led him to write speeches for 
Prime Minister, David Lange. 
In 2002 he was made an 
Officer of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit for services to 
education and literature. 

Harvey recently moved away 
from Northland and Angelina 
Kirk went to find out where he 
had gone, what he has been 
doing and whether he ever 
got to see bellbirds in Farm 
Rd.

To read his interview please 
turn to pages 6 and 7.

A MAN WHO NOTICES

Advertise with us and 
support your Northland community.  Reasonable rates, make 

up of ads, great exposure!  
Email northlandmemorialcc@paradise.net.nz for a rate card.  

Stories and ideas welcome too. 

I notice how the finches delicately 
bend the dandelion stalks to get at the seeds.

I notice how the cat sniffs the air
before she ventures outside.

I notice the oak now sheds more and more leaves
and the patterns into which the wind whirls them.

I notice the sun
rising later each morning.

I know that one day the sun will go into reverse.
I know that one day I will not be around to see that happen.

But let it be known;
here was yet another man who noticed things.

THOMAS HARDY
by Harvey McQueen

This unpublished poem titled ‘Thomas Hardy’ was recently 
composed by Harvey McQueen and given to Angelina for 
publication in the Northland News.

Writer, poet and educator Harvey McQueen pictured at his 
new piece of earth in Karori. “From being a participant I have 
become an observer, that is part of the process”



	 	

I hope you enjoy this 
‘winter’ edition of 
the Northland News. 
Keep warm and safe 
everybody.

Angelina Kirk
Centre Coordinator

Our members were in no doubt how to present 
our jams and chutneys at the various fairs to 
earn top dollar.

June was for seven years our Secretary and 
had also been President and the job was always 
done with exacting patience. We will miss her 
dearly. 

Our club has been very busy again since our 
last item. By the time this is received in your 
letterboxes we will have hosted a Film Evening 
at the Penthouse with proceeds to Makara Peak 
Mountain Bike Park.

Angelina was a well-received speaker at our 2nd 
meeting in April. Thank you Angelina.

Some members are already cleaning jars and 
starting to fill them for the fairs ahead.

Our new Board has been set in place and on 
19 June they will be inducted for a fun filled and 
busy year:

Immediate Past President Lion Doug Walklin
President                           Lion Marion Thompson  
Treasurer         Lion Catherine Pike
Secretary      Lion Jennifer Hayes
Tail Twister     Lion Tricia Kent  
         (assisted by Lion Andrew Walklin)
Lion Tamer  Lion Robin Raudnic 

TINAKORI LIONS CLUB
Hello to readers of the Northland News. 
On the 27th of February (a sunny warm 
afternoon) Members of Tinakori Lions, 
other Lions Clubs in Wellington and many 
of Northland’s eminent families and friends 
gathered at Old St Paul’s to farewell our 
dearly loved member, June Downes in the 
company of her family Tania and Nigel Lock, 
(their children Kathryn, Rachel, Hamish and 
Gareth), Nicola and Brendon Hogg (their 
son George), Mathew and Suzanne Downes 
(their children Aaron and Tegan), and 
Andrew Downes and Linda (with son Oliver). 

Many memories were recalled by Tricia Kent 
(on behalf of Vic, a life time friend), Doug 
Walklin President of Tinakori Lions, June and 
Malcolm’s best man at their wedding some 
nearly 50 years ago and son Mathew.

June and Malcolm were the ideal couple, 
each very involved with their family and 
grandchildren and there were very few 
events in Northland that they were not 
both deeply involved in. June was a hard 
taskmaker and it is to her credit that the 
Visual Resource Centre Garden situated 
in Kelburn (created by Terawhiti Lions and 
maintained by Tinakori Lions) is a very 
welcome place for sight impaired children 
who are able to touch, feel and smell the 
different textures in the garden.

By the time you read this we 
will be halfway through 2008, 
doesn’t time go fast when 
you are having fun! 

The community centre has 
been busy lately. In April we 
held the Kereru Kids school 
holiday programme, which 
was fully booked. Please try 
and get in early if you would 
like to book in your child/ren, 
as we had to turn families 
away in April. We will be 
running a holiday programme 
in July.
The centre also had 
some major drainage and 
maintenance work done 
thanks to the WCC. Hopefully 
this will mean that the lower 
hall area remains dry and 
warm over the winter. The 
painting of the interior of the 
building will also be finished 
by the time you read this.
Thank you to all centre users 
who patiently put up with the 
centre becoming a worksite 
for the months of April and 
May.

COORDINATOR REPORT

Northland Memorial Community Centre activities are supported by the Wellington City Council.

Alomoner & Publicity
 Lion Margaret Walklin
Projects Directors                  
 Lion Elspeth Sanson &
  Lion Ronda Thompson
Social & Membership Director 
        Lion Joanne Innes   
 
We are still collecting clean jars 
(with lids) for our various jams 
and chutneys and if you have 
a surplus we would be pleased 
to arrange to pick them up from 
you.

Margaret Walklin
Publicity Officer 938 7965

30 AUGUST
St Anne @ Ward - the 
Anglican Parish of Northland-
Wilton - will be holding its 
annual FAIR on Saturday 
30 August, in the Northland 
Memorial Community Centre, 
starting at 11am.   
Raffles, Preserves, Books, 
Toys, White Elephant, 
Clothes, Cakes, and lots of 
food. 
Come along for fun and some 
good shopping! 
 

CHURCH FAIR

The hall has been hired for 
some very successful social 
gatherings this year.
If you are looking for a 
community space to hire out 
on a casual or regular basis 
then don’t forget about your 
local community centre. 
Perfect for those children’s 
birthday parties, or maybe 
just a weekly family game 
in our recreation hall. We 
have 3 separate spaces for 
hire, all of them with different 
sizes and amenities at very 
low cost. So support your 
community and have your 
next function at the Northland 
Memorial Community Centre.
We have plenty of regular 
activities at the centre such 
as badminton, mah-jong, 
karate, dancing, WEA book 
group and many more. If you 
are interested in joining or 
finding out more about any 
of these groups then please 
contact me on 475- 8511, 
or look at our Regular Daily 
Activity list in this edition of 
the Northland News.

Recently I had the pleasure 
of being invited, in my 
role as community centre 
coordinator, to join the 
Tinakori Lions club for dinner 
in the ‘lion’s den’. 
The club meet on a Thursday 
evening twice a month at the 
community centre and share 
a meal with each other before 
getting down to business. I 
had a lovely time meeting 
some of the members while 
dining on the yummiest 
potluck dinner I have ever 
had, and sipping a glass of 
mellow Merlot. Oh the things 
I have to do as a community 
centre coordinator, poor me! 
The next time you get the 
guilt’s for not being involved 
in your community think 
about going along to visit 
your local Lions club, either 
to join or maybe just to offer 
support. THE WORK THEY 
DO IS MAKING YOUR 
COMMUNITY A BETTER 
PLACE TO LIVE.



	 	

This is a co-operative venture 
between the Northland 
Community Centre and the 
Anglican Parish of St Anne 
@ Ward where pre-packaged 
frozen meals, made in the 
Mission Foods kitchen at 
Titahi Bay, are sold and 
delivered to people in the 
community.  

EZEE MEALS

REGULAR DAILY ACTIVITIES 
AT THE NORTHLAND MEMORIAL COMMUNITY CENTRE 

BADMINTON   Dagmar Hempel  475 7284 Thursday 7.30-9.30pm & Sunday 3-5.30pm
BASKETBALL (Norhtland School) Campbell Means  938 9430 Wednesday 4-5pm
CHILDREN’S DANCE CLASSES Lynley Anne Ward 06 304 8232 Monday 6-7pm
CUBS (Lower Hall)  Ashley Edge  475 8425 Monday 6.30-7.30pm
DROP IN CENTRE (Aged 10-14) Coordinator NMCC 475 8511 Friday 7-9pm (except 4th Fri of month)
EZEE MEALS DELIVERY  Coordinator NMCC 475 8511 Thursday 9-11am
FRISBEE PRACTICE  Ruth Harper  475 8574 Saturday 10.30am-12.30pm
HARBOUR CITY ROCK ‘N ROLL Penny Denzel  388 9383 Monday 7.30-10pm
HARBOUR CITY ROCK ‘N ROLL HOP Penny Denzel  388 9383 Friday 7pm-12midnight (4th Fri of month)
KEAS (Lower Hall)  Ashley Edge  475 8425 Monday 5.30-6.30pm
KEMPO MARTIAL ARTS (Aged 6-16) Adam Lang  477 6497 Wednesday 6-7.30pm
MAH-JONG (Memorial Room) Kath Kerr  475 8064 Thursday 1.30-4pm
MAH-JONG (Memorial Room) Sylvia Goodwin  475 6136 Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm
MOVING 2 THE BEAT 1-2½ Jo Hodgson  970 5814 Tuesday 9.15-9.45am
MOVING 2 THE BEAT 2½-3½ Jo Hodgson  970 5814 Tuesday 10.05-10.35am
MOVING 2 THE BEAT 3½-5 Jo Hodgson  970 5814 Tuesday 10.55-11.35am
NORTHLAND AFTER SCHOOL CARE Bronwyn Donaldson 972 8567 Monday-Friday 3-5.30pm
NORTHLAND COMMUNITY CRECHE Diana Johnson  475 8062 Monday-Friday 8.30am-2.45pm
PILATES (Lower Hall)  Katie Haines  476 3771 Wednesday 7.15-8.15pm
PLAYGROUP   Rachel Rogers  475 5595 Monday 9.30-11.30am
SCOUTS (Lower Hall)  Ashley Edge  475 8425 Tuesday 7-9pm
SHAOIN-RYUKU (Aged 5-7) Adam Lang  477 6497 Wednesday 5.30-6.30pm
TINAKORI LIONS  Doug Walklin  938 7965 Thursday 5.30-9pm (1st & 3rd Thurs of month)
TOTAL THEATRE   Nigel Edgecombe  476 7107 Monday 12-12.30pm
WEA BOOK DISCUSSION  Shirley Brown  934 7790 Thursday 8-9.30pm (2nd Thurs of each month)
YOSUKAI KARATE  Colin Berry  475 9985 Sunday 8.30-9.30am

the elderly, the infirm and 
convalescents.  The meals 
can also be bought from the 
Northland Community Centre 
at any time the Centre is 
open.    

Main meals cost $6.50, 
smaller meals cost $4.40 and 
desserts cost $3.00.  Either 
a microwave or conventional 
oven can be used to reheat 
the meals. The menu is 

varied and includes such 
favourites as roast beef, 
macaroni cheese, ginger 
pudding and custard. 

If you are interested in 
purchasing ezee meals, drop 
into the Community Centre 
on a weekday morning or 
phone 475 8511. 

Orders can be placed by 
phoning the  Community 
Centre ph 475 8511 before 
5pm Wednesday evening. 
Volunteers from the 
community pack the orders 
on Wednesday evening 
and more volunteers deliver 
the meals on Thursday 
mornings between 9.30am 
and 11.30am.   Delivery is 
free.  These meals are sold 
to anyone; in particular to 



	 	

Northland Kindergarten has had a whole change of staff since 
July last year. Judy Poole is the new Head teacher with Mandy 
Bartosh  and Tracey Owens complimenting  the teaching 
team. 
Our sessions times are 
Mornings: MON, TUES, THURS 8.30 – 11.30 
  WED, FRI 8.30 – 12.30

Afternoons MON TUES THURS 12.45 – 3.15

This term the children have been exploring the outdoor area 
and we have had an enormous old tent up in the backyard for 
the children to use on a daily basis. We have had morning and 
afternoon tea inside the tent and some mat times also. The 
children used their imaginations and made a campfire and 
toasted marshmallows on skewers. We have had so much 
outdoor activities this term due to the fantastic weather.

Each Monday morning parents, caregivers, babies and pre-
schoolers gather in the top room at the Northland Memorial 
Community Hall for a casual, social get-together.

Playgroups are designed for both children and adults. They 
provide a fun, social and interactive environment for babies 
and pre-schoolers to develop and grow. For the ‘grown ups’ 
it provides an opportunity to meet people in the area, swap 
helpful parenting advice and have some time for that all 
important adult conversation!
The playgroup is designed for babies through to pre-schoolers 
so the age range is from 0 – 5. There is a varied range of 
quality toys for the children to play with from baby stage right 
through to toddlers and pre-schoolers.

The playgroup is a parent run co-operative that is run on a 
roster system so duties are shared amongst the group.

We welcome all new people to come along and join us.

If you are interested in joining please contact;
Rachael Rogers – Phone 4755595
Nikki Hughes – Phone 9702763

Where: Northland Community Hall (up top in the Memorial 
Room)
When: Monday 9.30am – 11.30am
Cost: $2.00 per family per session

NORTHLAND 
KINDERGARTEN

NORTHLAND 
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP

Marc Taddei Conductor
NZTrio
Orpheus Choir

Northland News edited and designed by

INSIGHT MEDIA PRODUCTIONS
Television commercials, graphic art, 

graphic design

based in the Northland community.

Please phone Owen 027 258 9562 or email

saxyn@paradise.net.nz

Anco Print offers a wide range of products to meet all of your 
business printing requirements - large and small. 

Anco Print is the proud sponsor and printer of 
The Northland News.  www.ancoprint.co.nz



	 	

Family concerts in small 

venues by the New Zealand 
String Quartet in the HSBC
Pulse Series

Wellington
The Boatshed, Taranaki Street Wharf
Sunday June 15th 12 noon and 2.30pm

Admission from $10.00. Family tickets 
available. Bookings at Ticketek. www.nzsq.co.nz

TE REO MĀORI WEEK
21 - 27 JULY 2008

Te Reo Māori week is celebrated in the last full week of July. Te reo Māori /Māori language is recognised as one of three official 
languages in Aotearoa/New Zealand. Below is a list of basic Māori phrases for anyone who wants to introduce te reo into their 
whanau/family and learn a language unique to Aotearoa. Even if you don’t have the confidence to try the words below, take the 
time to discuss the purpose of Te Reo Māori Week with your family and friends.

Pronunciation of Māori vowels
A as in harbour
E as in ear
I as in ink
O as in orchestra
U as in tune

 English  Māori   Similar pronunciation using English sounds
• Come here         -        Haere mai   -      Hi - re (as in ready) my
• Sit down  - E noho - E (as in ear) no (as in Norway) -ho (as in horse)
• Stand up - E tū - E (as in ear) tu (as in too)
• Lie down - Takoto - Ta (as in tart) -co (as in corn) -to (as in torn)
• Eat up - E kai - E (as in ear) ki (as in kind)
• Leave that alone- Waiho tēnā - Why - ho (as in horse) te (as in ten) -na (as in banana)
• Give that (thing) here- Homai tēnā - Ho (as in horse) - my te (as in ten) -na (as in banana)
• Be careful - Kia tūpato - Key -a tu (as in too) -pa (as in park) -to (as in torn)
• Don’t cry - Kaua e tangi - Co (as in coma) -a e (as in ear) tang (as in toungue) -i (as in igloo)
• Thats amazing - Ka mau te wehi - Ca (as in cant) mo (as in moment) -te (as in tennis) we (as in wet) -he

If you want to learn more then contact your local Te Wānaga O Aotearoa.
They offer free Te Reo Māori lessons for all stages, including night classes.

These websites have information about Te Reo Māori 
week, pronunciation and activities

Te Taura Whiri...................... 
www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
www.koreromāori.co.nz

Te Puni Kōkiri....................... 
www.tpk.govt.nz

Kimikupu Hou- Māori word database..........
www.nzcer.org.nz/search/kimikupu.htm

NORTHLAND HISTORY
Orangi Kaupapa or Oranga Kaupapa?

It has often been said that Orangi Kaupapa roughly 
translated means ‘the floor of heaven’, which is a beautiful 
translation but is it correct? It seems more likely that the 
word and meaning has been lost in translation. The original 
name was probably more likely to have been Oranga 
Kaupapa – food supply terrace.

Heaphy’s 1841 watercolour of Wellington shows the 
“Native Potato Gardens” along Tinakore hill. Local Maori 
originally used this area for food gathering. The crops 
planted on Tinakore hill were used to feed iwi, along with 
the bountiful wildlife from Otari bush and stream. 
Orangikaupapa was reserved in Native Title to Maori of 
Pipitea in 1847. 

In 1873, the 80-acre block was divided into three – 
Tinakore North, Tinakore South and Orangikaupapa. 



At the end of your autobiography you said you hoped you 
would not leave your place in Farm Rd for some considerable 
time, and yet here you are in Karori, what has happened 
since?

I was finding it harder and harder to keep up with the garden. 
At first I thought that my diminishing physical power was old 
age catching up with me, and I was concerned about not 
keeping up with the gardening, I didn’t want to see it go to ruin. 
I’m not the sort of gardener who would have been satisfied 
hiring someone else to do it, I have my own eccentric style, 
like letting rocket self-seed all over the place so we could eat it 
all year round.
So in September 2006 Anne (wife and writer Anne Else) and I 
put 13 Farm Rd on the market. We brought a new property in 
Karori and was all set to move in April 2007. 
On the exact day the furniture was removed my health 
collapsed. I was rushed to hospital with oxygen deficiency, 
which arose from muscular degeneration. It took almost a year 
to diagnose, and there is no cure.

How long did you live in Northland? 

We moved to Northland in 1981, originally we lived across 
the road from the community centre at number 8 Woburn Rd. 
Anne had two sons at school in town and it was a lovely family 
home. I used to garden there, but was very busy with the old 
Department of Education.

When the boys moved out we thought about moving because 
it was such a big home. Then tragically Anne’s son Patrick 
died in an accident in 1987. We both had a sense for a new 
start, and Woburn Rd held many sad memories. We fell in love 
with 13 Farm Rd, and when it came on the market we bought 
it. 

Do you miss Northland? If so, what do you miss?

I miss the friendliness of our neighbours in Farm Rd, but we 
have friendly neighbours here too. I also miss being able to 
walk to my doctor, Dr Greer.

I don’t miss the row of takeaways! The closure of the post 
office in 1987 changed the community. You used to be able 
to go and withdraw your money and then purchase goods 
and services from the village shops, such as the butcher, the 
hairdresser and the chemist. But all that changed with the 
closure of the post office. A group of locals and myself went to 
Parliament before a select committee to try and stop it, but to 
no avail. When the Chemist closed up shop I remember going 
to his farewell and thinking that it was the end of an era.

Do you think that this is isolated to Northland and other small 
‘tween’ neighbourhoods, or do you think it is a sign of the 
times? 

I think it is common, it also happened in Little River (near 
Christchurch) where I grew up. Once they closed the post 
office and the railways down the community changed. One 
thing I have learnt is that you can’t stop change. When I was 
younger there was a strong belief in ‘progress’, everyone was 
pushing for progress. Now I understand that to mean change.

 It is also a sign of the times, ever since we have had the 
motorcar and IT, such as cell phones; there has been a 
decline in what we call ‘community’.

INTERVIEW WITH HARVEY MCQUEEN
Do you have an interesting story about Northland that is not 
commonly known?

(Anne reminds Harvey about the time they fought to save the 
Northland public toilets. They are both smiling as they recall 
the time that the WCC tried to build a unisex toilet at the 
bottom of Farm Rd to replace the existing one on Northland 
Rd. It was ridiculous really said Anne, the old toilets just 
needed an upgrade and they marked the historical tramline 
that used to run up to Northland, there was no need to replace 
them. Especially with a unisex toilet. The residents were not 
even consulted. We wrote letters to the council and threatened 
protests and t-shirts, and amazingly it worked).

Who do you think is the most famous person to have resided 
in Northland?

The most famous person to have resided in Northland was 
Michael Savage. He lived in Harbour View Rd while he was 
Prime Minister until he died in 1940. I read somewhere that a 
lot of Americans used to visit Northland; I assume they were 
visiting him. I have a hunch that Peter Fraser then moved into 
his house, but I am not sure on that. 

The second most famous person to live in Northland was 
Robin Hyde, writer, poet and journalist. She was the first 
female war correspondent to report on China’s war with Japan 
in the 1930’s. Her parents used to own a house in Northland 
Rd, which she describes in her book ‘Where Godwits Fly’. 
I like to think of her limping around Northland (she had a 
gammy leg) and probably even down Farm Rd to reach Otari 
Stream where she used to visit. 

Who is the most interesting person you have met through your 
career? 

David Lange. When I retired for the first time I began to write 
an education column for the National Business Review. One 
day the phone rang and I was asked if I would like to come 
and work for Prime Minister David Lange, who was also 
the Minister of Education. After a very searching interview I 
was introduced to the Prime Minister and the then Associate 
Education Minister Phil Goff. While we talked, David told me 
anecdotes, as he often did, and Phil asked questions. They 
offered me a job as an education aide. The first 6 months 
were quiet, I wrote speeches and settled in the job. Then 
Tomorrow’s Schools was released and David decided he 
wanted to ‘go walkabout’. 

David and I travelled New Zealand for a year visiting schools 
and meeting teachers. We became friends; he would call us 
Laurel and Hardy (I was Laurel). People have asked me if I 
knew about Margaret Pope (his speechwriter, who he was 
romantically involved with), he said nothing to me but I could 
read their body language. 

During one of our visits to Christchurch I had planned to visit 
my mother but we had been so busy and I ran out of time. 
I rang to tell her that I wouldn’t be making it this time. On 
our way to the airport David told the driver to drop me off to 
see my mum but I told him I had changed my plans and was 
retuning with him. “You can’t come to Christchurch and not 
visit your mum, Harvey” David said and then directed the 
driver to my mother’s house. I knocked on the door and when 
she answered I explained, “Hi mum, David Lange is coming 
up the drive behind me” to which she replied, “He can’t be, 

	 	



I’m in my old slippers”. A voice from behind me boomed, 
“Nonsense, those are the loveliest old slippers I have ever 
seen, Mrs McQueen”.

I was under orders to watch his diet. He would order 2 burgers 
and I would say to him “ You’re not really allowed to eat that ” 
and he would say “Thank you so much for your advice Harvey, 
now I am going to eat” how could I argue with him? He was 
the Prime Minister. He would also defy the rules about walking 
street side. I would say to him “You are supposed to let me 
walk between you and the road in case of danger”. He would 
then argue that if a car or bullet hit me it would more than 
likely reach him too and we would both be in trouble, whereas 
if he walked next to the road and got hit at least one of us 
would be okay. You can’t argue with logic. 

As turbulent times between the Prime Minister and the 
Finance Minister, Roger Douglas, intensified David was told 
to talk to the backbenches and gain support. He was found 
chatting with the typing pool, he knew all their names and their 
babies’ names and the problems they were having. They all 
loved him, but they weren’t going to gain him any votes in the 
house. He was not one to do as he was told. Once, he started 
leaking Budget secrets at a press conference. So I gave him a 
little kick on the ankle. He continued, so I gave him another a 
kick and he told the reporters that I was kicking him under the 
table. 

Another incident occurred around the annual Correspondence 
School speech. I had written a speech along the lines of 
education being the backbone of the country, when the 
hierarchy told me that we needed to start adding policy into 
his speeches. I disagreed with them and thought it was 
inappropriate for this particular speech but they recast it 
anyway. When David turned up to do his speech he said to me 
“ I hear you aren’t happy, what’s your beef?” I explained my 
position but told him it was too late anyway, the speech had 
already gone out to the journalists. He began with an intro that 
I had written then went on to give an off- the- cuff inspirational 
speech. As we were leaving I walked past the Leader of 
the Opposition, Jim Bolger, who said softly   “Good speech 
Harvey”. Harvey grins, “it wasn’t even my speech”.

David was highly intelligent and an inspiration. He did some 
amazing things, and he also made some big mistakes. I learnt 
a lot about his vulnerabilities, I saw his hurt feelings. I don’t 
mention him much in my memoirs because I only chose to put 
in things that showed the man for who he was. 

Have you managed to retire yet?

Yes I have finally retired, for the fourth time. From being a 
participant I have become an observer, that is part of the 
process. 
It is quite a pleasant state to be in. I now watch other people’s 
gardens. The neighbours next door have a lovely row of 
cabbage trees, and our new garden borders the grounds of 
the Samoan High Commission, which has the most beautiful 
trees. 
I am mainly a very curious person. I want to know who 
the next American president will be; I would like to watch 
the jockeying between China and America for economic 
dominance. People ask me to comment on education but I 
am out of touch, education was even so different from when I 
started to when I retired. 

What New Zealander do you think has made the most positive 
influence on today’s world?

Helen Clark has a higher reputation overseas than she 
does here, partly it’s longevity, she has been around longer 
than most of them. She’s a bit like Peter Fraser, the Prime 

Minister in the 1940s. I am amazed at how much he travelled. 
He visited troops in North Africa and he was always off to 
conferences. Helen has done similar things in different ways. 
She has visited Gallipoli, and met leaders from Chile, Spain, 
France and many other countries.
Localised, Sir Edmund Hillary was a fantastic ambassador for 
New Zealand. 

What is something about Harvey that not many people know?

Well not many people know that I used to produce school 
plays, or that I had a genuine Australian outback adventure.
During my years as a teacher at Thames High School I found 
myself filling in for an ill producer of the school production, this 
got me interested in producing plays and I went on to produce 
several school productions. I think this dramatic experience 
helped me to become a good public speaker.
As for the outback adventure, after retiring (the first time!) I 
got asked to write a book for schools about Australia, it was 
called Australia Nearby. Qantas sponsored it so I got to travel 
all over Australia and experience first hand what it was like to 
live there. I stayed with Australian families and had close call 
adventures with long clawed goannas and deadly poisonous 
brown snakes.

Did you ever get that visit from a bellbird in your Farm Rd 
garden like you had hoped?  What do you miss most about 
your garden there?

No, I never did see a bellbird in Farm Rd. But I enjoy what I 
have seen; finches delicately bend a dandelion seed head so 
they can reach the seeds; a blackbird fails to balance on a 
plume of cabbage tree berries while the tui (who is heavier) 
manages the balancing act.
I regret not having the physical ability to do the work here like 
what I did in Farm Rd. I grow enough vegetables here to get 
by, but I miss growing more.

Do you have some winter gardening tips for Northland 
gardeners?

Let the garden go to sleep. It is windy and wet, so just nurture 
the plant roots and you will benefit in the spring.

What plant can you not be without?

Daphne. There was one here when we moved in and we were 
given another one as a housewarming present, so now we 
have two.

Harvey McQueen has achieved what many of us would be 
proud of.  He has participated in a challenging and exciting 
career, and is a published author and poet. Yet it is his 
observations that make him a great man. He is passionate 
about the simple pleasures in life, and relishes the small 
things that often go by unnoticed. I admire that about him the 
most.

What I have learnt from Harvey McQueen is to notice the 
important things in life. Notice the way the world changes from 
season to season; notice how your 6 year old has learnt to tie 
his laces and how your 5 year old wishes he could; notice and 
savour the laugh lines on your parents and loved ones faces; 
most of all notice what simple things make you happy and 
surround yourself with happiness.

Angelina Kirk

	 	



	 	

Readers of Northland News 
can enjoy NZSO concerts for 
20% off Wellington concerts.  
Book at Ticketek and ask for 
the Northland News discount.  
Visit www.nzso.co.nz and 
sign up for e-notes for up to 
date information and more 
great offers.  

WWW.NZSO.CO.NZ

Friday 20 June 6.30pm
Michael Fowler Centre
Ravel La Valse
Saint-Saens Piano Concerto No 2
Tchaikovsky Manfred Symphony

Saturday 5 July 8pm Michael Fowler Centre
Rachmaninov Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
Young Remembering for Violin
Shostakovich Symphony No 12 The Year 1917

THE MANPOWER PROFESSIONAL TOUR
YOEL LEVI Conductor
SIMON TRPČESKI  Piano
VESA-MATTI LEPPÄNEN Violin (Northland resident!)

		
School Holiday Programme 

at the Northland Memorial Community Centre

• The programme runs from 8am to 6pm 
 Monday 7 July to Friday 18 July 2008

• CYFS and OSCAR approved

• The cost per day is $35, plus $10 extra on trip days 
 (Tues & Thurs)*

• We offer an exciting and stimulating programme 
 developed from feedback of past participants. 

• An OSCAR letter, following their most recent visit, is 
 available for perusal.

For more information and an enrolment pack please contact 
the Coordinator on 475 8511

COMMUNITY NOTICES

NEW ZEALAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Holiday Job
The NMCC runs a school holiday program for 7 weeks of the 
year. We would love to hear from interested people who are 
available to work during the school holidays, and who would 
like to go on our roster (part time or full time). 
The people we want to hear from will like kids and relate well 
to them, are patient and fun, have a first aid cert or experience 
in administering first aid.
If you are a stay at home parent, or are free to work holidays 
then this may be the job for you. We are a family friendly 
organisation and we offer a great working environment. 
If you are interested and want to learn more then please 
contact Angelina on 475 – 8511, or apply in writing to 
Northland Memorial Community Centre, 5 Woburn Rd, 
Northland, WELLINGTON.

Looking for Bike Helmets
Do you have a spare bike helmet that is gathering cobwebs 
in the garage? If so why don’t you donate it to the Northland 
Memorial Community Centre?

We have roller skates for the local kids to use but no helmets! 
So if you have an old one spare we would greatly appreciate 
it. Please contact Angelina on 475- 8511.

Total Theatre
Total Theatre at the Northland Memorial Community Centre
‘totalTHEATRE’ began utilising the Memorial Hall just on five 
years ago as a rehearsal space.
Since then we have been in and out many times with concerts, 
rehearsals, and currently running weekly drama classes.
The building is a great place, and with so much happening 
each week that it has a fantastic energy.
And it’s more than a building for the drama students, it’s their 
favourite place to go, on their favourite day of the week.
So get yourselves down to the Memorial Hall asap, join in, 
meet some great people, and utilise this fantastic part of your 
community.

Community Centre Trestle Tables
As we have not recovered our missing trestle tables yet we 
have no option but to stop lending them out to the community.
We are sorry that it has resulted in this. We are still hoping 
that they have been forgotten in someone’s garage and may 
yet turn up.


